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A Bill that would allow hunting in national parks will be debated in State Parliament next month. 

Following the adoption of legislation proposed by the Shooters Party, the hunting of feral animals has been allowed in 2 million hectares of NSW State forests since 2002. In June, Shooters Party MLC Robert Brown sought to expand the range of recreational hunting by introducing the Game and Feral Animal Control Amendment Bill. 

As Mark Byrne, EDO Northern Rivers Education Officer, explains, “The new Bill would expand this right to hunt into national parks. It would even allow the hunting of some native animals that are currently protected by the National Parks and Wildlife Act - including kangaroos, 12 species of birds and 11 species of ducks.”

“Another contentious aspect of the new Bill is the establishment of private game reserves. Recreational hunters would be able to release and shoot game animals and birds on private land. These animals could escape onto neighbouring farms and reserves. And because there is no minimum size or maximum number of game reserves specified in this BIll, landowners could find themselves surrounded by trigger-happy hunters.”

National parks have iconic status in NSW, and conservationists are not happy. Carmel Tebbutt, Minister for the Environment, has said the NSW Government doesn’t support hunting in national parks. “But she hasn’t ruled out private game reserves”, observes Jim Morrison, President of the North Coast Environment Council, the peak body for local environment groups in the region. “We are also concerned that because the Government needs the two Shooters Party votes to get its agenda through the Upper House, it will be tempted to compromise. For example, it might allow licenced hunters to do some feral animal control in national parks.” 

The whole idea of so-called “conservation hunting” is of dubious scientific value, according to Dr Carol Booth, Policy Officer for the Invasive Species Council. “Recreational hunting on public land is generally ineffective for feral animal control, and may encourage the translocation and protection of feral species and undermine professional control efforts,” says Carol.

Dr Booth is the keynote speaker at a public meeting to discuss the hunting Bill next Wednesday, 26 August, downstairs at the Red Dove Hall, corner of Keen and Woodlark Sts, Lismore, from 6 pm sharp to 8 pm. Other speakers are Shadow Minister for the Environment, Catherine Cusack; Greens MLC Ian Cohen; and former NSW MLC Richard Jones. (Representatives of the Shooters Party and the Game Council of NSW were invited but were unable or declined to attend.)

For interviews or more information, please contact Mark Byrne, EDO Northern Rivers, on 66228470 or email mark.byrne@edo.org.au. 
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